
EDTX Bench Bar: Fireside Chat with Judge Reyna & Judge Love
October 27, 2022 
INTRODUCTIONS
[Natalie] 
· Context for Discussion: Path to the Bench, Government Service, Ongoing Courtroom Initiatives 
· Brief Background/Introduction for each Panelist.
· Total time allotment = 30 minutes.

Path to the Bench
· (start with JDL and then JR) Can you provide an overview of how your legal career prior to you appointment prepared you for your current role as a Magistrate/Appellate Judge?  In particular if you could focus on what drew you to government service.
· And you both became patent experts during your time with the Judiciary.   Take us back in time and share what you remember about your first exposures to patent law and whether those first impressions were accurate.
· (start with JR and then JDL) There is a special affinity between the Love Chambers in Tyler, Texas and the Reyna Chambers in Washington DC because there are at least five Reyna clerks I am aware of who came to the Reyna chambers after first serving as a law clerk or intern for Judge Love.  I know firsthand that you are both dedicated mentors and, in a way, legal educators for your clerks and interns.   Can you each tell us what qualities you look for when hiring for your chambers and any reflections you have about the relationships you have formed with your law clerks.
· Total Module = 15-20 minutes 
Courtroom Initiatives
· [JDL] I know that over the years you have presided over a number of Section 1983 trials where claimants seek civil remedies for events that may have occurred during their period of incarceration.  Often these claimants are pro se and sometimes they have pro bono counsel.  Can you share how you approach pro se litigants seeking their day in Court?  And can you also address the importance of pro bono representation in these types of situations and how aspiring trial lawyers might get involved to be appointed to a case in the Eastern District of Texas.
· [JR] You have been a longtime pro bono champion and also a longtime champion for diversity and inclusion initiatives.   Can you tell the audience both about your efforts to advance pro bono representation at the Patent and Trademark Office and also about the objectives for the Intellectual Property Institute that you founded with support from Microsoft? 
· [if time remains] You are both staunch believers in the public’s right to access to courtroom proceedings.  Why do you feel that access to the courtroom is important and what concerns did you have regarding public access during the COVID-19 Pandemic?

· Concluding Remarks, if any.

· Total Module = 10-15 minutes 
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